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A FEW BiNTBy fto. 



THE subject which now engages my atten- 
tion, I think peculiarly interesting to this coun- 
try. I shall endeavour to display in their true 
colors the wide difference between slavery, de- 
spotism and aristocracy, and freedom, liberty 
of conscience, and the equality of men. I am a 
plain man, but I hope my motives will excuse 
my defects and inability to do justice to a sub- 
ject of so much importance. 

I am a native of a country that was once 
comparitively free in the relation it stood 
with the surrounding nations, where despotic 
power and aristocracy prevailed,and whomTrom 
the oppressed of all countries bore the appel- 
lation of the land of liberty, and the home of 
freedom; the persecuted, the miserable and 
unfortunate took refuge in her bosom and 
found an asylum from cruelty and injus- 
tice. Such England once was. Such America 
now is. 



Happy fortunate country ! may you never 
forget your privileges, may the conflicts and 
struggles you have been engaged in for the 
cause of liberty and independence make it ever 
dear to you. Let not arbitrary power with all 
its miseries once gain a footing in your country : 
It was this brought ancient states, and king- 
doms, to ruin, where are the republics of 
Greece and Rome, almost vanished; His true 
the former is now struggling hard for her lib- 
erty, and fights boldly for her independence, 
and may the Deity smile upon her cause. 

The goddess of liberty has left the shores of 
the other, and has now found refuge hef e. — 
Americans ! hold her fast, and adore her as 
the greatest blessing bestowed upon you. 'Tis 
true Rome was never more the seat of liberty, 
but she arose by the abuse of our divine reli- 
gion to the pinacle of power and grandeur; 
near the palaces of the Csesars its proud pon- 
tiffs assumed imperial sway, the monarchs and 
nobles prostrated themselves at their feet, and 
they were placed or hurled from their thrones 
by these ambitious characters ; the minds of 
men became enervated by superstition, igno- 
rance prevailed, and persecution and misery 
followed in its train; Those who dared to 
worship God and believe different from these 
proud prelates were punished with the most 
cruel tortures, and the bitterest pangs of an- 
guish were extorted from nature, and the 
words of our Lord were literally fulfilled. — 
He that killeth you shall think that he doeth 




God a service. But when the cause of religion 
was at a low ebb, and its fortune desperate^ 
the Deity raised up a superior genius to explore 
and at last to find a new country, which when 
all others were swallowed up in despotism and 
cruelty, would become the home of the emi- 
grant, the asylum for the oppressed, and the re- 
ceptacle for all nations. 

The prospects of religion now began to 
brighten, tho' bigotry and super stion had not 
yet dropt its fetters;) that most invaluable of 
blessings the art of Printing arose in the night 
of barbarism, and as it arose, tlie clouds of 
prejudice, ignorance and superstition began to 
dispel, a new light sprung into the mind of 
man, he began to view himself a rational being 
and he saw it his duty to call his reason into ac- 
tion ; he knew that no person however great 
or powerful had a right to dictate to him in a 
cause of conscience ; and in religious matters, 
to his God he was only answerable. He there- 
fore left his native land, his friends, and came 
to America, and the sweet chain of associa- 
tions and feelings that bound him to it he tore 
from his heart. In that country tyranny and 
oppression reigned and he would not bow to 
its arbitrary power. 

The poor oppressed emigrants, the first set- 
tlers on this immense continent, had great and 
stupendous obstacles to encounter, — the cruel 
ana treacherous Indian, roving for blood, armed 
with his tomahawk and scalping knife, — ^the la- 
bour and difficulty of transforming the wilder- 
2* 
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ness into the garden of agriculture, and erect- 
ing a home and habitation in its vast and drea- 
ry forests. But the Genius of Liberty watched 
over them, they put confidence and trust in 
their Grod, they worshipped him according to 
the dictates of their own consciences, they were 
united in-ene body (whose aim was usefidlness) 
industry and frugality prevailed, and they were 
happy in comparison to what they were in 
their native land. 

The wilderness soon began to blossom, towns 
to arise and increase, and America soon arose 
to its present consequence in the scale of na- 
tions ; but she had to struggle hard, for Eng- 
land wished still to oppress and tyranize over 
her. Yes, Americans, you well know^ that 
country endeavoured to infringe upon your 
rights and privileges, her rulers broug-ht forth 
the stamp act, as the first attempt ; you re- 
jected it : They next put a trifling duty, (as 
they termed it) on Tea, this though small, you 
looked upon as an insult, as an endeavour to 
force you into measures, and you boldly threw 
it into the sea, and shewed them that your 
wives and daughters could do without it ; you 
had a rich beverage from the Cow, you had re- 
sources in the trees of your forests, and you 
would not humble to them, — ^you did right. If 
you suffered one infringement of your liberties, 
you would have had to suffer more. No doubt 
many of you recollect William Pitt, (Earl of 
Chatham) a true patriot, and your friend, you 
all ought to respect him ; he had his country's 



honour and best interests at heart, he saw the 
injustice of her proceedings, and wished her 
not to disgrace herself, and boldly told her the 
truth and remonstrated on her impolicy in thus 
wishing to oppress you. But England would 
not hear him, she was obstinate, and she behav- 
ed unkind and arbitrary to her child ; America 
had been taught to love her and did so until 
cruelty and injustice had annihilated every fil- 
lial tie and excluded from her bosom every sen- 
timent of affection, and she declared herself in- 
dependent and not subject to the caprice and 
cruelty of her unkind Parent. She now act- 
ed for herself, she willed to become free, and 
she was free, the Deity smiled upon her cause, 
it was a noble one — the cause of liberty and 
nothing could prevail against it ' The Parent 
took arms against her child, and the child had 
resource than to take up arms against the cruel- 
ty of the Parent. 'Tis true her circumstances 
were sometimes despemte, but the Grenius of 
liberty revived them, they knew that they were 
fighting for the preservation of every thing 
that was dear totnem, their homes, their wives 
and children, — ^they required not the stimulus 
of intoxication or the point of the bayonet — . 
What could withstand the genius of a Wash- 
ington, and his illustrious companion in arms, 
the generous La Fayette. — The life of Wash- 
ington is well known, let us review that of La 
Fayette : He left his country, his friends, his 
enjoyments, to fight in ^ foreign land, he en- 
tered into the fatigues of a military life, and 
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engaged in the din of war at that period of ex- 
istence, when the heart is most succeptible of 
pleasure, and its fascinations most seducing :-^ 
though brought up in the lap of ease and indul- 
gence, heM forego them all to fight in the 
cause of liberty, he was a true citizen of the 
world, he had no country, for where freedom 
dwelt that was his country, he imitated the 
virtues and heroism of an ancient Roman, and 
was a true patriot. When he left this coun- 
try he^ was imprisoned by tyranny, but the 
chains at last were unloosed, and he once more 
came to see the land he loved and fought for, 

I was at Boston, and saw this illustrious per- 
sonage on his late visit, well, thought I, is this 
possible, can this be the patriot who with Wash- 
ington and the sons of freedom, dug up the 
the tree of despotism, and planted the ever- 
green of liberty in its stead ; the voice of Am- 
erica told me it was, that they recognized in 
Lafayette, the deliverer of their country ; I 
could not but respect a character of so much 
worth and excellence. I saw him once in an in- 
teresting moment, it was at Faneuil Hall, he 
came to view the resemblance of his beloved 
Washington, I thought what might be his feel- 
ings, I could give some faint idea, but I must 
confess my utter inability to do them justice, 
I could almost envy them for I knew they must 
be delicious. Americans never forget this 
great man, tell of him to your children, when 
their infant tongues begin to lisp, and their 
memory is susceptible of the impression tell 



them of their country's preserver, let it and 
Wsyshington be fixed on their young minds, 
thus patriotism and virtue will be early cher- 
ished, and liberty rendered dear to them. 

America having secured her independence, 
gained new strength, and the last war m partic- 
ular shewed her now great she was, how pow- 
erful — and taught a severe lesson to her proud 
oppressors and completely humbled them. — 
Thus Britain the hitherXb Mistress of the ocean, 
was obliged to resign her power, America 
wrested it boldly from her and now looks with 
a jealous eye on any one witR temerity enough 
to encroach upon her liberties and to subvert 
her laws. Tnis happy country now the home 
of the oppressed, where nature disputes its 
charms with other countries, where the poor emi- 
grant can look at the lovely scenery around,and 
can view the busy bustling Cities, the thriving 
towns, the cultivated farms, the delightful man- 
sions and villas of its citizens, and behold in 
them European loveliness, without European 
oppression. 

This country, one* day no doubt, will rival 
the most extensive and populous nations of the 
earth, its commerce will extend to every ex- 
tremity of the Globe, and its name resound 
through both hemispheres. Where now the 
poor Indian hunts for subsistence on the shores 
of the Pacific and the banks of the Columbia, 
agriculture and manufactures will increase. 
Cities and towns flourish, and the arts and sci- 
ences follow in the train of civilization, Te m- 






i 






t 

V 



10 

pies will raise their heads and the benign doc^ 
trines of Christianity be preached, and themes 
of political liberty discussed where now nothr 
ing is heard but the war whoop or the drun- 
ken song of the savage. My friends, I think 
if mindful of yoiup privileges this will indeed be 
realized, and not the phantom of imagination, 
or the wild reveries of the brain, — ^the rise and 
fall of nations can easily be accounted for. — 
What has brought on the miseries of England, 
its immense national debt, what but the stbuses 
of its government, and its great expenditures. 

I wHl shew some of the evils arising from this 
government. 
I will begin with Monarchy and hereditary 
* succession to the throne. The son succeeds 

\ his father whether able or incapaciated to rule 

^ by vice or folly or any deficiency of natural a- 

bilities. If a weak Prince is on the throne, the 
I / kingdom is generally governed by ministers and 

\ interested characters, and ambitious and covet- 

r ' ous men too often hold the reins of goverment, 

I 'r anxious for nothing but their own emolument 

f and aggrandizement, the rights of the subject 

I , are trampled on, the laws become perverted, 

! and the taxes are laid on the poor but industri- 

ous man to supply their extravagancies, and 
laid too on the most useful articles. Salt bears 
a duty of three fourths, and Sugar, Tea, Coffee„ 
Tobacco, Snuff, and sundry other articles 
which add to the comforts of the poor. Thus 
the evil of taxation is, the weight of it falling on 
that class of society least able to bear it If it 



11 

were only placed on unnecessaij luxuries, no 
finery, dress, and those things that encourage 
pride and vanity, it would be of little conse- 
quence, but 'tis mean and unmanly thus to bui^ 
then the poor and necessiated^ — ^how can such a 
government ever expect to prosper ! 

The immense expenditures required to 
keep up a standing army in the time of 
peace is another great evil, and shows that all 
IS not right ; the fact is, the rulers knowing 
that the people are tyranised over, and oppress- 
ed by them, are fearful of an insurrection, so 
much so, that they are mean enough to employ 
spies and informers who insinuate memselves in 
to the society of tixose they think disaffected, at 
once obtaining their confidence and appearing 
to be their friends, aid when they think the 
plot ripe and the poor wretches stimulated to 
perform something daring, to regain their pri- 
vileges, they inform against them and like Ju- 
das, get (blood money) the wages of iniquity, 
and live upon the ruin of their fellow creatures. 
This is no exaggeration — ^in England such 
things used to be whether they have sounder 
policy now, I don't know. I have left that coun- 
try above four .years, but no doubt many of you 
recollect the names of Thistlewood, Preston 
and others who were reported to have been 
hung for high treason, I hope for the credit of 
of that country, things are not so now, that it is 
not destitute of a laudable ambition, that it 
may act consistent and endeavour to amelior- 
ate the suffering of ber people, and of Ireland, 
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and then she need not fear being ridiculed er 
censured by any nation. I have laiQwn in 
Londoti, the emporium of trade and commerce, 
the seat of the arts and sciences and whose 
riches and wealth are immense, many poor 
families with the small stipend they receive on 
Saturday night, they buy a small piece of meat 
which by making the most of it. by broths, 
^' soups, &c. might last 2 or 3 days, and the rest of 

^ the week live on potatoes, bread and butter, it 

J has been worse to others, the parishes have 

bought up fish and potatoes, and fed the poor 
/ with all the winter. Now this would seem 

* hard fare to the generality of the Americans 

^ as their enjoyments are much greater. How 

thankful they ought to be to me deity, they 
' live in a country of liberty and independence. ^ 

But therei is an unequal representation in 
England ; for the peers and noblemen being 
/ generally great lande^d proprietors, by their 

interest they mostly succeed in getting their 
'^ fipiends and creatures into Parliament and 

> by bribery, sophistry, and corruption they in- 

fluence their tenantry to vote for those they 
wish : some of the large towns send only a few 
members to the House, while small and ancient 
boroughs send more, and thus the true voice 
'- of the people is not heard. 

There may He many high-minded persons, 
and patriotic characters, who wish well to their 
country, but they are few and they are not nit 
lowed to speak their sentiments, and those 
that favor tne ministry and the ftbuses of golF* 



13 



i ** . 



ernifient t>ecome the representatives, many o 
you have ..heard of Sir Francis Burdett, who 
suffered the. puijushment of imprisonment (for a 
time) for his patriotic spirit and boldness in^ 
speaking against the abuses of government, and 
their iniringement of the rights of the people 
ajid their privileges. Another great evil occa- 
sioned by aristocracy is this, to keep up the 
family tiUe and splendour, the eldest son , be- 
comes possei^s^d of the estates and piroperty of 
his father, the younger ones have often only 
small annuities and little to support that ex- 
travagance and luxury they have been brought 
up in other resources are sought for and found 
in the Church, Law, Army and Navy, and the . 
men whose merit entitle them to one of those 
professions ;are excluded to make room for those 
vouths who too often disgrace them. I have 
heard it asserted by English sailors, that ma- 
ny who hold commissions, are only children, 
that they order about and strike men old enough 
to be their fathers ; now this will not do for 
British seamen, whose characteristic is gene- 
rosity, tempered with a blunt and hardy friend- 
ship, and are capable of feeling, as other men, 
the passion^ of resentment when used ill, and 
in tne hurry and bustle of an engagement, 
. watch their opiportunity and throw these up- 
start' youths into the sea, where they lose their 
lives for thieir pride and folly. In the Ahny 
the same passions are too often exercised as 
in the Navy, and the foolish youth is despised 
and hated by thdse under his command. In 
3 
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the Law, he shews an undue authority, has no 
feeling for a poor man, and would condemn him 
. in a ca«e,where,(if possible,) he would free the 
rich and great. In the Church he disgraces 
the sacred profession, neglects his duty, pays 
another man who performs its services a small 
salary, and enters into all the follies and dissi- 
pation of the times, and thus many that would 
nave proved ornaments to the profession are 
totally excluded. An acquaintance of mine 
called at a tavern in England, a man of res- 
pectable appearance and pleasing manners at- 
tended him ; the following Sunday he went to 
church, the features of the preacher seemed 
familiar to him, and although he thought it 
highly improbable, he supposed it must be the 
man ne saw at the tavern, and upon enquiry 
he found it was, and was obliged to find other 
resources than his profession, having no friends 
who had sufficient interest Xvith rank any pow- 
to obtain him a Living. Sinecure places, (wnere 
little or no duty is required, but real in the 
emolument to be derived from it,) are given 
to these young men, and thus cause unneces- 
sary expences to the government, and an enor- 
mous load of taxes, and thus distress and mi- 
sery are increased in the exreme. In Catholic 
countries, how many a poor girl is immured 
for life in a Convent, (bom with brighter pros- 
pects, capable of adorning society, and ntted 
to sustain the tender ties of wife and mother,) 
and sacrificed at the shrine of ambition, to gra- 
tify the pride and vanity of Ariitocracy. 



Thank heaven, these things are not so much 
practised as formerly, our Divine religion seems 
better understood and attended to,' and priest- 
craft can not $o effectually tyranise over man- 
kind, liberality of sentiment begins to pervade 
all classes of society, bigotry and superstition 
to disappear, and the language of Peter begins 
to be tne language of christians. Of a truth I 
believe that God is no respecter of persons, 
but in every nation he that feareth him, and 
vrorketh righteousness, is accepted . with him. 

The, tithe rate is another great grievance to 
the people ; the farmer has to pay the tenth 
part of the produce of the land to the support 
of the clergy. The presbyterian, the method- 
ist, the catholic, and the baptist, and various 
other sects of Christians have no other resour- 
ces, but what they derive from their congrega- 
tions, or some charitable contributions, and yet 
they obtain a comfortable and respectable liv- 
ing. The church of Bngland has no more 
right of support than these sects, and yet they 
are supported by them. This must ever cre- 
ate a jealousy between them, for it is an abso- 
lute infringement on the rights and privileges 
of every other sect of Christians, inimical to 
tlie interests of true religion, and contrary to 
its creed, the language of scripture is, '' Have 
we not one Master, and all we are brethren.'' 
But the reasons of Church and State being in- 
corporated together are well known their mu- 
tual interests are the same, the pulpits too of- 
ten resound with obedience to the higher pow- 
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If 

^, ^, ^<^ are kept in submission to 

ers ; thus the peopic . 

those who govern. :, ^^^^^^^ j ^^^ 

The criminal code of tha. j ^^ ^^^j^^ 
too severe, death for murder, ., y^^j vP 
against, ** Whoso sheddeth man s» ^ ' ^ 
man shall his blood be shed," is the laLj^" ^ 
of scripture, but even for that Tperhaps) sou. ^ 
jnesource might be found. But aeath lor forge- 
ry or defraud, I think too severe ; 'tis true in 
a^ commercial country, the laws relative to 
property ought to be strict, and the punish- 
ment great, but as no property can come in 
competition with the value of life, the loss of it. 
by cheating and defrauding ought not to be pun- 
ished with the loss of life. Solitary confine- 
ment) and a few good books given might be 
very advantageous to the culprit where able to 
read, if not, advice given him by intelligent 
persons occasicmajly, nis mind informed, and 
some manual employment exercised to produce 
habits of industry, the more he increased in 
intelligence and usefulness, the more he would 
regret his loss to society and the privations he 
had incurred by his vices, a reformation of char- 
acter no doubt would appear and he become a 
respectable and honest man. 

The policy of the English in respect to their 
prisons used to be very bad, depraved charac- 
ters would have free access to each other, they 
would boast of their villanous and daring ex-* 
ploits, thus encouraging the novice and youn 
m roguery to become wors^, and they woul 
come from them more hardened and depraved 
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characters than they entered. But previous 
to my leaving that country they built a peni- 
tentiary upon the plan of America and no doubt 
as far as its influence extends they find it. bene- 
ficial. Governments ought likeMdse to give re- 
wards for virtue, honesty, sobriety and integri- 
ty, as well as punish for crime. The poor 
man that lived for a number of years a credit 
to his country, himself and family, the man that 
invented any improvement in the arts, sciences 
or agriculture, the indigent young man or wo- 
man, who through life to the age of manhood, 
had been examples of honesty, industry and 
^ood morals, portioned out with a sum of mo- 
ney sufficient to place them in business and 
give them a fair start in life. 

Great landed proprietors are a great evil, as 
engrossing the property of the poor and indus- 
trious. Smdl faims are more beneficial to a 
country than large ones ; they are more attend- 
ed to, and thus the same quantity of land on a 
small farm brings a larger crop than on a large 
oiie ; for the small one being used by a poor 
man, he must make the best of it to pay his 
rent, taxes, &c. I am speaking now of Eng- 
land where land is high, tor in large farms ^he 
proprietor is not on it half the time, he leaves it 
to the management of a head man, who hires 
others, and as he has not the same motives 
to make the most of it, as the poor man, it is 
not likely to be so prolific as a small farm. I 
have seen in that country's parks for deer, and 
pleasure grounds 7 and 10 miles in thieir cir- 
3* 
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cii^umference. Goldi^mith in his ^* Deserted 
Village - speaks very appropriate on this sub- 
ject, reflecting on the miseries occasioned by 
engrossing land by the wealthy peer^ he says 
he must have space for his park, his equipage, 
and hounds ; he shews the distress occasioned 
by this monopoly, and reverts to the time wh en 
the land was allotted into small portions. — He 
thus expresses himself, 

A time there was, ere England^s griefs began, 
When every rood of ground maintain'd its man, 
For him light labour spread its wholesome store, 
Just gave what life required, and gave no more^ 
His best companions innocence and health, 
And his best riches ignorance of wealth . 

No doubt those ages of simplicity when no- 
thing but the necesaries of life were required 
were happier times and more real satisfaction 
felt than are experienced in these latter times, 
when luxury requires more to satisfy its ex- 
travagancies. America comes nearer to those 
times than any other country, the poor man 
can buy land cheap and by industry live inde- 

{lendent and free. If a man rents land in Eng^ 
and, however annoyed by animals, he must 
not ensnare or shoot them, the rich proprietor 
» only to have that pleasure ; the game laws 
Me very severe, and many a poor man has been 
transported from his country for only killing 
some animal that destroyed his cro]>s and in- 
fested him and his neighbours, this is much too 
severe, and shews the pride of aristocracy in 
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wishing to exclude the poor from their just 
rights and privileges. The impressing of men 
into the navy is repugnant to every principle 
of humanity, or even sound policy, can it be ex-* 
pected those forced away from their friendii 
and families can ever fight with spirit or patri- 
otic feelings, what heart rending scenes have 
been pourtrayed by such cruelty, how many 
an honest and industrious man after being ab- 
sent from his wife and family for 3, 4, or 7 
years, on his arrival to his native land, with beat- 
mg heart, and throbbing breast, expecting 
soon to be united to those tender ties that 
bound him to existence, gave a zest to his en- 
joyments, and renderered life desirable. The 
Ports in view, he begins to anticipate the hap- 

gy meeting, but ere it arrives, a gang of ruf- 
ans assuming the ridiculous epithets of His 
Majesty's servants, assail him, in vain he pleads 
his long absence, in vain he endeavours to ex- 
cite their sympathy, and work upon their feel- 
ings by touching the tender chord of Father or 
Husband, (hast thou a wife, hast thou children) 
it does not excite any vibration. * They are 
torn from those they love at a time when ther6 
was the strongest excitement on their feelings, 
and as far as they were then elevated by hope, 
now they are depressed aud sunk down by de^ 
ftpair, but the sufferings they endure ai*^ noth- 
ing to those felt by their wives and children, 
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* In this page I have used the plural numher, as I think 
it mora expremve* 
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they expect them every day, they have receiv- 
ed tidings that the vessel is fast sailing home- 
ward, diey wait in suspense till patience be- 
comes exhausted, and anxiety, and doubts and 
fears, usurp the place of hope and loving ex- 
pectation, their minds become more gloomy 
and distressed, the loss of those they love by 
death, is one melancholy idea, that crosses their 
minds, and adds to their sorrows, till at last the 
truth is told by some person, and they experi- 
ence but Uttle comfort in knowing it wnere 
they consider an absence that may be long and 
in the time of war certainly dangerous, the 
mutual sorrows of sHusbands and Wives are^^ 
not easily borne, they endeavour to drown re- 
flection and stifle thought, as they produce too 
painful recollections. 

Those poor men have to fight for their cruel 
oppressors with nothing to animate and in- 
spire them, no wonder they ase conquered, the 
law of force, and not the law of love binds 
them to their duty, no wonder that the Amer- 
ican flag waves triumphant over the British, 
her sons fought for liberty and independence, 
for ever}' thing that was dear and valuable to 
them, no wonder (as it is asserted) many of the 
British seamen joined the American Navy, the 
sensations elicited by freedom were too power- 
ful to be withstood and they enlisted under its 
banners and became its sons. Americans, I 
Jiavc placed before you some of the evils arising 
from Monarchy, but there are many more ; giv- 
ing such immense fortunes and annuities to the 
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Kin^, to the Princes, and every branch of the 
roraf family, and the great inequality between 
the people, it is well described by Goldsmith, 

Here while the courtier glitters in brocade, 

There the pale artist plies the sickly trade, 

Here where the proud their long-drawn pomps display, 

There the the black gibbet glooms beside the way. 

From what I have said my friends, I hope 
• j^i will not forgiC! ^^^'^ superiour advantages 

over Eu^^nd and aVbitr*^7 g^^ In 

your happy cO'Jntry the laws ,1^ 8^^^ and 
equals your expences are moderate, 0.2^ not 
more than necessity requires, no standing ar- 
mies, no useless places, or taxes to enrich the 
notaries of luxury, prodigality and pride. My 
friends recollect that aU the evils produced 
were not instantaneous, many of the laws of 
England were (and some now are) good, but 
they have become perverted, one infringement 
of their rights followed another, till at last, the 
rights and priviledges of Englishmen almost 
vanished before the breath of tyranny and cor- 
ruption. 'Tis true the miseries of the people 
are much alleviated, and their distresses lignt- 
ened by the charitable institutions, and bene- 
volent contributions of the humane and good 
Yes, England has many virtuous and exalted 
characters, many who are a bleiiising to their 
fellow creatures, and ornaments to society, and 
who would be an honour to any country, 
though dissipation and folly reign triumphant, 
and vice with flaunting strides rival in luxury 
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and splendour, yet virtue has yet a residence 
there, and has not become extinct 

My friends, let not corruption insinuate itself 
into your happy land, guard against every in- 
fringement efyour rights and priviledgeSi As 
I have before observed in relation to England ' 
with her own people and yourselves, a small 
infringment of them will be followed by a 
greater, till at last yourlibterties and your laws 
are corrupted and almost annihilated; remain 
the same plain honest republicans you were in 
the days cf Franklin, follow his advice and you 
will not be too fond o£ ostentation, dress and 
expensive pleasures. Be not over anxioui^ what 
ye shall eat, what ye .shall drink, or where- 
withal, ye shall be clothed, my female friends 
in particular, be more earnest and solicitous to 
polish the jewel than to varnish the docket, the 
superficial decorations of dress, may attract 
the eyes of fops and fools, but never of men of 
sense, in them you see a decent demeanour 
and dress, and agreeable and pleasing manners, 
wholly destitute of fopery and affectation, seek 
to gain the esteem of sudi characters. In the 
choice of a companion for life endeavour to fix 
your affections on such, you will ensure to 
yourselves a respectable character, capable of 
appreciating your worth and fulfilling the duties 
of a good husband, and of a tender soothing 
friend ; in order to gain such a man, improve 
your minds, be not too fond of novel reading, or 
any thing light and frivolous it is baneful and 
pernicious in creating unnatural ideas. I am 
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speaking of some of the books to be found in a 
circulating ilbrary, no doubt there are good ex^ 
ceptions, I have read of one, Thaddeus of War- 
saw, it is a work of much merit and worthy of 
the^erusal of republicans, it portrays the fall of 
Poland, her struggles to maintain her independ- 
ence, till overwhelmed by tyranny and oppres- 
sion, the sufferings of one of her greatest heroes 
ndio emigrates to England, then endured priva- 
tions and distress in the extreme, the bitter po- 
tion of calumny is mixed in his cup oi sorrows, 
but like a truly great man he lives superiour to 
misfortune, the cloud of adversity vanishes, the 
mist of penury and want disappears before the 
Sun of prosperity, it shines in all its brilliancy 
and its benign effects are more sensibly felt 
piercing through the deep gloom that envelop^ 
ed it This young man fought for liberty^ and 
independence, and sacrifiped and desertied/ his 
all to the welfare of his country. 

I think reading a work of this nature truly 
beneficial, as tending to shew the value of liber- 
ty. But as preferable to works of fiction, I 
think the reading of History, Biography, Natu- 
ral History and Science, would tend more to 
your information and instruction, and more 
right ideas and true knowledge be collected 
from them than from the regions of romance 
and fable. Some persons may think such pro- 
chjctions of too serious a nature for the eye of 
a female, they are mistaken, those works might 
be rendered amusing and I am glad to find in 
these modem times they are wrote more so, 



• • ^ 



24 

^ and calculated for the perusal of young per- 

sons. En^and hai^ (and no doubt thk a>un-. 
\ try likewise) produced some learned . females 

who have drank deep, at the fountain of philos- 
ophy and science, and who have not proved 
worse wives and mothers, the tender ties of 
nature being not at all extinguished by study, 
or their domestic qualifications ineapaciated, on 
>. the contrary it has produced a stronger excite- 

\ ment to pertorm the relative duties of life that 

their sex subjects them to. I could refer them to 
die writings of a Barbauld and a Chapone, Mrs. 
B. in her bymns for children gives the first 
principles of natural philosophy, and so com- 
! pletely to their, understanding, that she must 

I ever be ranked among the first class of their 

benefactors. I read them when a child, I 
/ thou^t them pleasing, I have read them at a 

more mature age, and 1 must confess I consid- 
eved them as peculiarly edifying. Mrs C. in 
i her letters to her niece, shews a very compre- 

' .' hensive mind, deep learnt An ancient and mod- 

em history, and much resear:ch. I believe them 
them to be amiable females, aod their maternal 
solicitude is displayed in writing for the instruc- 
tion of the young. I could pr^uce many oth- 
er instances of intelligent and virtuous femi^es, 
from, ancient and modem history, and from al- 
most every nation, but I dare say there is no 
occasion ; no doubt man)' of you know of such, 
characters in your circle oif acquaintance, as 
amiable and interesting, and ornan^^nts to soci- 
ety. Young men you will be the future arbi- 
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minds of every tluPg eapaUe of enrichiiigyoiur 
ideav; I should reeommend for your perusal 
the histories ef Greece, Rome, England, and 
yom- o^ Country, in comparing them tOt 
geth^r, and weighing well tneir contents in 
yoiM* mind, thus seeing plainly the cause of the 
ripe and fall pi nations, you would fuUy apprer 
ciat^ the value of liberty, by the miseries oc*- 
casioined by tyranny, and seek to establish your 
eom[itry's w^fare on, a firm foundation and a 
scriid basis. 

My fHends of both sexes, do not be too at* 
tentive to dress^ for recollect, a Fop, a Belle, 
and a genteel dressed man or woman^ are two 
very cufierent things ; I have little else to say 
to you, but as I think the education and pro- 
per employment of young perscms, to be of 
considerable importance, in relation to them*- 
selves, and the future welfare of their country. 

I shall give a hint or two im Theatrical 9^ 
musements, and cards t I am no bigot^ and 
therefore do not discard the s^usements c^ 
the Ihtimta, or think those perscms who per- 
form in them less respectaUe, than tl^e other 
classes of society,' the scenic art has been ad- 
jured by great and good men, many g( them 
have thought it no disgrace to write for the 
stage, and some have trod its boards. In some 
of the ftmner plays, there might be soi&e parts 
offensive to the eye c( chastity, but the mod- 
em drama seems of a purer tendency, and I 
thmk in general, wiU improve the mind, give 
4 
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right ideas, call the imagination back to former 
times, shew their customs, in some cases, kin- 
dle the fire of Patriotism in the breast, shew 
the loveliness of virtue and deformity of vice, 
and human nature in its true characters : It 
may be argued, will not reading good authors 
be sufficient for this, I think not, in my young- 
er days I have attended the theatre myself, the' 
emotions I experienced, were of a stronger 
nature, (and where the play had a great moral 
tendency,) more powerml, than I ever felt by 
reading any work of History, Fiction, or any 
other kind, though I must confess, i was much 
interested in the perusal of Thadc^us of War- 
saw ; I recollect when I first saw the play of 
Pizarro, (and the inimitable Kemble as Kolla,) 
my feelings were strongly excited, my mind 
reverted to former times, it seemed as if I w6re 
at South Ameaica, reviewing those affectiuj^ 
^ and heart rending scenes that had been actei 
^ Ibere^ in contemplating the hero and his brave 
followers, I felt pitv mixed with admiration, I 
was interested in their . every movement, and 
felt indignant at the cruel and treacherous 
Spaniards, thirsting for blood ; now, I call these 
virtuous sensations, and the feelings produced 
of a beneficial tendency; what is there immoral 
in many -of the plays now performed ? in Co- 
medy, * Speed the Plough,' * The way to get 
married.' and many others, capable of exciting 
virtuous sentiments ; in Tragedy, many of the 
plays of Shakespeare, *The Gamester,' and 
others. But as every is liable to abuse, (even 
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the best of things,) I wish my youn^ friends to 
be moderate in these pleasures, being expen- 
sive; consider well their income, their future 
prospects and plans in life, and only go to these 
places of amusement occasionally ; I know the 
conmion argument is this, the more a person * 
"" goes to these places, the more he wants to go, 
1 am sorry to say it is too true, I experienced . 
it myself in my younger days ; my friends, here 
lays the danger I wish to warn you of, impro- 
per connexions forhied at these places ; settle 
a time with yourselves how often to go, and en- 
deavour to keep strict to it, but if you find 
your inclinations too powerful to be able to re- 
sist the desire of frequenting the Theatre, use 
violent means, break it off ^together, and the 
less you visit it the less you will want to go, 
this too I have experienced ; the amusements 
of the Theatre are certainly fascinating to 
young persons, and from this arises the danger, 
but we must guard against our passions, use our 
reason in curbing any vicious propensity of our 
nature ; it was given us by the Deity for this 
purpose, and let us not neglect so great a bles- 
sing: I have thus expressed my sentiments on 
Theatricals, and I leave it to abler hands to 
improve upon them, and give them a greater 
scope. 

I shall now give a few hints on card playing, 
its propriety and impropriety, and its tenden- 
cy ; in relation to tne propriety I cannot say 
much, but perhaps in some cases where the 
mind by study wants relaxation, and tired of 
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readitae, wHlilig and conversation, the interest 
excited by that istmusement in a desire to excel 
Would enliren the feelings and fit the mind a- 
gain for Istudy, though some mechanical ai*t 
inight hkye the same effect and be more useful, 
the ittipropriiBty is a great waste of time, the 
conversation of a card table is in general not 
tery interesting or edifying, and in the lower 
dass of society tends to promote quarrelling and 
drinkifig, I haVe known it too often so, a man 
intoxicated if he lodseis at cards, too often loos- 
es hi« temper, and if he gains, often gaiss too 
tanth liquor likewise, besides, a working man 
thkt has little time but Sunday and the close 
ei day to iftiprOvlB and edify himself, -m hat a 
WMte of til^ae to employ himself in this manner, 
hia\^ much bietteir in reading History, or any 
Scientific or useful -work, hi^ too often gets 
hktnts of drinking, spends too much money be- 
comes podi* and wretched, and involves his 
family in his ruin. If any cards ciould be ren- 
dejhed useful in informing the mii^d in History, 
Science, &c. it would be a blessing. I have 
heard df La Fayette cards, t have not seen 
thech, but irf they are as useful to mankind as 
he W^s, I shefuld admire them, or if only as use- 
lul as those -cards thie ladies use to jH^epare 
their cotton and wool for spinning, I would not 
blame the practice. Americans ! I once more 
entreat you to consider how Inuch you are priv- 
ileged beyoAd an abscdute and tyrannical gov- 
erliment I have placed befbre you some of 
the evils of Monarchy, but t leaVe it to abler 
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hands than mine to explain them more fullyj 
may the little I have said produce the effect I 
intended. May Heaven avert from this coun^ 
try every possible calamity and evil, may it 
prosper and flourish, may it become a proverb 
for temperance, industry, and the social virtues, 
may truth prevail and genuine and pure Chris- 
tianity extend from one extremity of her to 
the other, may party spirit be done away, sec- 
tarian bigotry become abolished, and all whb 
profess the name of christians be united in one 
bond of brotherhood, may the Arts and Scien- 
ces flourish, and may her citizens, from die 
highest to the lowest, possess infomration andC 
intelligence, and become a wise and great peo- 
ple, may justice and equity prevail, may the 
nations look up to it as a supenour, a land high- 
ly favoured by the Deity, may the name of A- 
merica be resjpe^ed in every nation she ig 
known, and wherever her flag flies, and may it 
ever continue the home of the exile and an asy- 
lum for the oppressed. May arbitrary power 
in viewing her superiour policy and laws, copy 
her example and throw away ambition, may 
their Senators learn wisdom, and may their 
great men be good men, may the edifice of 
ambition be crumbled into dust and an altar e- 
rected to liberty where it stood, and nations 
act more rationed, and find milder ways (tf set- 
tleing disputes, than war and Uoodshed, assim- 
late in their approaches to the Deity, and ap- 
Droximate nearer and nearer to perfection. 
May they become one large famdy, their wish- 
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es and interests the same, may the thunder of 
war never be heard from tlfeir ships or the 
noise of artillejy on their shores, may they 
travel only for commercial, moral and religious 
purposes, to render each other assistance, and 
increase their mutual happiness. May this and 
every other country consider man as a brother, 
unmindful of whatever complexion, color, or 
clime they belong to, and slavery forever be 
abolished. In respect to this subject, at pre- 
sent I think some way might be found to re- 
munerate the slave-holder for the loss of his 
property, the slave it emancipated might still 
work for his master if he chose, and be paid the 
same as another labourer, unless he choose to 
work elsewhere. But if our dark brethren 
chose to live by themselves, some uncultivated 
spot might be found, where by industry and 
perseverance, agriculture and the manual arts, 
would render them respectable and independ- 
ant; Schools erected, and their minds instruct- 
ed; thus a noble emulation excited, and vir- 
tuous habits imbibed. 

I should wish too a similar plan could be 
'used in relation to the Indian of this coimtry, 
that they would become local to one spot, their 
wandering habits become corrected ; America, 
by her sound policy shew her the superior val- 
ue of industry, and the cultivation of a small 
spot, and the raising around them stock for sup- 
port to hunting the forests for subsistence, and 
their casual way of life. In relation to the ne- 
groe it is evident he is capable of intellectual 
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attainments, and the eccentric but humane 
Sterne thought it no disgrace to correspond 
with one, (Ignatius Sancho) a man of liberal 
ideas, above prejudice, and of a benevolent and 
feeling mind ; history seems to assert that As- 
tronomy and the sciences took their rise 
among a nation of sooty complexion and curly 
hair. In relation to the Indians, their speech- 
es, their simple oratory, their ideas of the De- 
ity, or the great sprit, shew them not deficient 
of ideas and minds capaple of being improved. 
I expect that civilization will be produced in 
them by Christianity, thatats benign effects 
will be felt in ameliorating their condition, and 
render them intelligent and social beings. — 
Yes, I do not despair of Christianity having this 
benign effect, I think the time will arrive 
when not only the sooty African, the wander- 
ing Indian, the poor Hindoo, the self conceited 
Chinese, the inhabitants of the South Seas, and 
all the savage and uncivilized class of society, 
from the North to the South pole, from the ex- 
tremity of the east to that of the west be all 
united in the bond of brotherhood, and together 
worship the christian's God, and venerate the 
christian's creed. How cheering and delight- 
ful will be the sight to behold the poor despised 
Paria, and the proud worshipper of Brama, 
join together in devout adoration to God. — 
The poor unlettered African cast away his 
idols, his mental darkness vanish, and the sun 
of righteousness illumine the inmost recesses 
of his soul. The wandering and uncivilized 
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Indian^ with the tomahawk in one hand and the 
scalping knife in the other, thirsting for blood 
and roving for his prey now become evangel- 
ized. The follower of Confucius become the 
discipU of the lowly Jesus, his self conceit van- 
ished, his prejudice abolished, and all nations 
and kingaoms, be for ever united, and the 
knowledge of the Lord cover the earth as the 
waters cover the sea. My friends, this is the 
language of Prophecy, of Scripture, and I 
have pleasing anticipations of seeing it ful- 
filled. 
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